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MANAGEMENT OF HOUSEHOLD WASTES
1960-2018

Visit OlmsteadCounty.gov  for additional
Recycling & Waste Educational Resources.

RECYCLING

100100
ALUMINUM CANS 
could light a bedroom 

for two weeks.

The Envrionmental Protection Agency 
estimates 75% of U.S. household 

waste is recycleable. 23%
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12%

 9%

 4% GLASS: includes jars, jugs 
and bottles

METALS: includes aluminum 
cans, lids, clean aluminum 
foil

PLASTICS: includes any 
plastic container with a 1, 
2, 4 or 5 inside the chasing 
arrows on the bottom of 
the container

PAPER: includes office 
paper, cardboard, 
magazines, catalogs, 

Even though efforts to recycle have grown, several 
recyleable items are still filling landfills. While 68% of 
paper products are successfully recycled, the majority 

of glass, plastic and metal products are not.

There are

MORE THAN

2 9 22 9 2
MILLION TONS

of household waste produced 
annualy in the U.S.
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